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MEMO: EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF TEXAS COVID-19 COMMUNICATION  

  

DATE: MAY 18, 2021 

 From: The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle 

To: The Rectors, Priests in Charge, and Heads of Congregations 

Dear All, 

On May 13, 2021, the CDC released new guidance regarding masks for fully vaccinated people. 

Let us remember that our congregations contain immunocompromised people and unvaccinated 

adults and children. As we navigate this work, we continue to protect the least of our 

parishioners and clergy. 

Clergy have authority to make decisions for liturgy. We recommend you continue to make 

decisions in conversation with your people. 

Please continue to use CDC County Covid tracker along with vaccination rates in your area to 

help make your decisions. 

For mixed groups of fully vaccinated and non-vaccinated people: 

All unvaccinated people over the age of 2 are still expected to always wear masks indoors. 

Because in a public worship service there is not a way to confirm people’s vaccination status, we 

think it is best that in mixed groups of vaccinated and unvaccinated persons everyone continues 

to wear masks. However, if a congregation is going to allow vaccinated persons to not wear 

masks, some provision must be made for unvaccinated and immunocompromised people. This 

provision could be a special seating area for unvaccinated persons that allows for social 

distancing. Or it could mean having two services, one for vaccinated and one for unvaccinated 

persons. 

It is recommended that the Common Cup not be used in services of mixed and unvaccinated 

people unless your county is in the CDC’s Low category for community transmission. 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
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Masks should continue to be worn by any person serving communion in a service with both 

vaccinated and unvaccinated people. 

 

For groups of exclusively fully vaccinated people: 

You may decide that church activities where all persons are vaccinated can resume without the 

use of masks or physical distancing, especially in small groups of 50 or less. You may decide 

that sharing of the Common Cup and the Peace may resume in groups of vaccinated people. 

Singing 

For all services, the guidance about masking, socially distancing, and singing is the same as the 

guidance for all other parts of the service. Therefore, if persons are participating in worship 

wearing a mask, they should continue to wear the mask while singing. If persons are 

participating in worship not wearing a mask, they do not need to wear a mask to sing. 

Outdoor worship 

You may determine the appropriateness of masks, singing, and other questions in outdoor 

worship. Physical distancing is still best for mixed vaccinated and unvaccinated services.  

Please continue to encourage the non-vaccinated to get a vaccination! Go to www.vaccines.gov 

for more information. 

These guidelines will be our last. We believe with the previous guidelines and these you can 

guide your congregations through the pandemic. Your diocesan staff and bishops are here to help 

you if the need arises. I trust you to lead at this time. 

Faithfully yours, 

  

 

C. Andrew Doyle 

IX Bishop of Texas 

Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://www.epicenter.org/health-resources/

