Living and Learning Communities Toolkit: Deliberating with Scripture in the 5-D’s
Living and learning into the shape of Jesus’s life and teachings…together
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Time: 30-45 minutes
Expectations:
· This is not a classroom. We are not here to learn “about” something. This is a time to deliberate together, which is a very biblical thing to do. Both Jesus and Paul teach us that communication is a spiritual practice and that deliberating together is something that Christians should do on a regular basis.
· Be clear about the congregational gifts you’ve identified AND your local context for ministry. From these gifts and context, we will be deliberating Frederick Buechner’s often quoted statement: “The place God calls you is the place where your great gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”

Covenant Rules:
· When someone is done speaking, we will all say, “thank you.”
· Suspend judgment, avoid blame, honor diverse opinions, and use kind speech.
· Speak from the heart and share at the level that is most comfortable for you.
· Respect others and give the benefit of the doubt. Seek understanding rather than persuasion.
· Go for honesty and depth while also being concise and focused.

Tips for Conversation:
· Define clearly something you’ve noticed in Mission Insite, Windshield Tours, or Relationship Mapping. 
· Discovering gifts has led you to new insights about your congregation that you may not have noticed.
· Put these two “Define” and “Discover” together: now what creative possibilities do you imagine?
· Can you think of a biblical story where Jesus or a character in the bible engages with what you imagine?

To begin…gather into groups of 5-7…ask someone to “host”…
· [bookmark: _Hlk206164362]Share: Each person shares what they have noticed in your local context (5-10 minutes)
· Listen: To everyone’s sharing about local context.
· Reflect: Are you noticing any similar or parallel aspects of your local context as everyone shares? 

To continue…
· Share: Each person shares a gift or asset in the congregation that they have noticed (5-10 minutes)
· Listen: To everyone’s sharing about gifts and assets.
· Reflect: Are there any commonalities or synergies among the gifts and assets that everyone shares?
· Where do these connect with the “deep hunger” of your local context?
· Pay Attention: Is there anything specific that is energizing and exciting in the conversation?

To continue…
· Share: A biblical story that reminds you of the context or gifts that you all have discussed (5-10 minutes)
· Listen: To everyone’s sharing about biblical stories.
·  Reflect: Is there one scripture, biblical story, or biblical theme that the group can focus on? 

Open discussion (10-15 minutes)
· Share: What do you learn from this scripture, biblical story, or biblical theme that might help inform where God may be calling the congregation?  Use specific references to the Scripture discussed.
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